Town of Franconia
Confined Space Entry Policy

1. Purpose
· To protect workers from hazards associated with Confined Space Entry.

· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1403.14, Confined Space Entry and 1403.68, Welding in Confined Spaces.
2. Responsibilities
· Employer shall:

1.
Evaluate the workplace to determine if any areas fall under the definition of confined space as defined by the New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1402.02. (See Appendix B)
2.
Post danger signs at the location of confined spaces or inform exposed employees through equally effective means.

3.
Train all involved employees in safe confined space entry operations.

4. Assign a minimum of 2 employees to entry operations. 

· Supervisor shall:
1. Ensure that an entry permit is accurately completed before allowing entry into a confined space.

2. Continually evaluate the entry and remove entrants should conditions warrant.

· Employee shall:
1. Prior to fully opening any confined space, check the air around the opening for any atmospheric and physical hazards.  Typically, this is done by “cracking” a cover or partially opening a door.

2. Be trained in safe entry procedures, recognition of hazards, use of equipment for confined space entry including PPE, and any other topics necessary for safe entry.

3. Follow procedures outlined for entrants and attendants outline in 3. Procedural Overview.

3. Procedural Overview
· Before Entry:
1. Determine if it is safe to open the space for eventual entry (i.e.: open manhole cover).

2. Evaluate atmospheric hazards of confined space by first testing the internal atmosphere with a correctly calibrated direct reading instrument in this order:

a) Oxygen content;

b) Flammable gases and vapors; and 

c) Potentially toxic air contaminants.

3.
If the confined space has been determined to have a hazardous atmosphere:

a)
Eliminate the hazardous atmosphere before entry using forced air ventilation, purging, making inert.  The atmosphere will be tested to ensure that these steps have made the space safe for entry.  Any of these steps shall continue throughout the time an employee is in the space.

4.
Identify and effectively control any physical hazards including, but not limited to:

a) Material with potential to engulf an entrant;

b) Internal configuration which could cause an entrant to become trapped or suffocated by inwardly converging walls or by a floor which slopes downward into a smaller cross-section; and

c) Fall hazards.

d) Electrical hazards (or other energy sources).

5.
Establish means of communication between the employee entering the space and the space attendant (i.e.: face-to-face, radio or other appropriate means).

6. Determine which types of PPE the entrant(s) should use based on hazards identified.

7. Establish rescue measures so an employee can be immediately retrieved from the space in the event of an emergency (i.e. Tripod with retrieval mechanism and full body harness). 

8. Complete the Confined Space Evaluation form (permit) based on 1-7 above.  (See Permit Appendix C)

· During Entry:
1. Attendant-

a) One employee shall remain directly outside the space throughout the duration of the entry; and

b) Remains in constant contact with the entrant.

2. Entrant-

a) Enters space wearing appropriate personal protective equipment; and

b) Remains in constant contact with the attendant

3. Communication-

a) Continual communication must occur between entrant and space attendant.

b) If communication stops, or the entrant is not responding, the entrant should be immediately retrieved from the space using the designated rescue procedures.

4. Air monitoring-

a) Air conditions and contaminant levels shall be continually monitored throughout the entry procedures.

b) In the event the conditions change posing a hazard to the entrant, the entrant should be retrieved from the space using the designated rescue procedures.

5. Ventilation-

a)
If the space contained a hazardous atmosphere, forced air ventilation, making inert or flushing shall remain throughout the duration of the entry procedure.

b)
In the event these measures fail, the entrant shall be retrieved from the space immediately using the designated rescue procedures.

· After entry:
1. Replace the entrance cover securely.

2. Document the entry procedures using the confined space evaluation form.  (See permit Appendix C)

4. Welding Provisions
· While ventilation cannot be effectively ventilated from air supplied respirators or have mask approved by (MSHA) Mine Safety and Health Administration shall be used. 
· If an (IDLH) Immediately dangerous to Life and Health situation is created, (SCBA’s) Shelf Contained Breathing Apparatus shall be used. 

1. Personnel using SCBA’s shall be specifically trained in the use of SCBA’s being used. 

·  Oxygen shall never be used for ventilation. 
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