Town of Franconia
Chain, Cable, Rope and Hook Policy

1. Purpose
· To protect employees from the hazards associated with damaged or improperly used chains, cables, ropes and hooks.

· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1403.09, Chains, Cables, Ropes and Hooks.
2. Responsibilities 
· Employer shall:
1. Ensure that all damaged chains, cables, ropes and hooks are replaced upon discovery of damage or wear.

2. Ensure that employees are trained to recognize worn and damaged chains, cables, ropes and hooks according to manufacturers guidelines. 

· Employee/Competent Person shall:
Visually inspect chains, cables, ropes and hooks before use.

Remove from service any chain, cable rope or hook meeting criteria in section 3 (inspection criteria).

Install any U-bolt wire rope clips in accordance with manufacturers guidelines.

3. Procedural Overview
· Chain, Cable, Rope and Hook Inspection Criteria-
1. Must be visually inspected, before use for deformation, cracks, excessive wear, twists and stretch and defective gears.

2. Remove from service any equipment meeting the above criteria for disposal or repair.

· Crawler and Truck Crane Hoist Rope Provisions-
1. Must be free of kinks or twists.

2. Must not be wrapped around the load.

· U-bolt provisions-
1. U-bolt wire rope clips on hoist ropes must be installed so that the U-bolt is in contact with the short or nonload-carrying end of the rope.  The saddle portion of the bolts shall be on the load-carrying end.

2. U-bolts must be installed according to manufacturers guidelines.

3. Nuts on newly installed clips shall be retightened after the first hour of use.
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