Town of Franconia
Abrasive Blasting Policy

1. Purpose
· To protect employees from hazards associated with abrasive blasting operations.

· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1403.02, Abrasive Blasting. 

2. Responsibilities
· Employer shall:
1. Provide blast-cleaning nozzles with an operating valve that can be held open manually.

2. Provide a support on which the nozzle shall be mounted when not in use.

3. Train employees in the correct use of blast-cleaning enclosures.

4. Provide employees with all Personal Protective Equipment necessary to safely perform abrasive blasting operations.

· Employee shall:
1. Mount blast-cleaning nozzles when not in use.

2. Use air supply positive-pressure respirators when performing abrasive blasting operations in a booth.

3. Turn on exhaust ventilation in abrasive blasting enclosures prior to their occupancy by a worker.

3. Procedural Overview
· Before blasting operation:
1. Switch on exhaust ventilation in blasting enclosure.

2. Don air-supply positive-pressure respirator and any other Personal Protective Equipment required by the employer according to manufacturer guidelines.

· Blasting operation:
1. Remove blasting nozzle from mount.

2. Perform desired work in blasting enclosure.

· After operation:
1. Remount blasting nozzle when finished.

2. Exit blasting enclosure.

3. Switch exhaust ventilation off.

4. Remove respirator and other PPE.
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