Town of Franconia
Wire Ropes, Chains, and Rigging Equipment Policy

1. Purpose

· To protect employees from the hazards associated with the use of wire ropes, chains, and other rigging equipment.

· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1403.69, Wire Ropes, Chains and Rigging Equipment.

2. Responsibilities
· Employer shall:
1. Ensure employees are trained in the proper and safe use of all wire ropes, chains and rigging equipment.

2. Train employees in proper pre-use inspection of all wire ropes, chains and rigging equipment.

· Employee shall:
1. Perform pre-use inspection of all wire ropes, chains and rigging equipment.

2. Remove from service all fasteners, wire ropes, chains and rigging equipment found defective in pre-use inspection.

3. Understand load carrying ability of all wire ropes, chains, and riggings.

3. Procedural Overview
· Wire ropes, chains and rigging equipment use guidelines:
1. Job or shop hooks and links, or makeshift fasteners, formed from bolts and rods, or other such attachments, shall not be used.

2. When U-Bolts are used for eye splices, the U-bolt shall be applied so that the “U” section is in contact with the dead end of the rope.

3. When U-bolt wire rope clips are used to form eyes, the following table, number and spacing of U-bolt wire rope clips, shall be used to determine the number and spacing of clips:
	Number of Clips

	Improved plow steel, rope
	Drop Forged
	Other Material
	Minimum Spacing 

(inches)

	1/2
	3
	4
	3

	5/8
	3
	4
	3-3/4

	3/4
	4
	5
	4-1/2

	7/8
	4
	5
	5-1/4

	1
	5
	5
	6

	1-1/8
	6
	6
	6-3/4

	1-1/4
	6
	7
	7-1/2

	1-3/8
	7
	7
	8-1/4

	1-1/2
	7
	8
	9


4.  Personal Protective Equipment
· Personal protective equipment typically needed when handling wire ropes and rigging includes but may not be limited to:

· Gloves

· Hard Hat
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