Town of Franconia
Flammable and Combustible Policy

1. Purpose
· To protect employees from the hazards associated with the use, storage and handling of flammable and combustible liquids.

· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1403.23, Flammables and Combustible. 
· To assist in compliance with sections of the National Fire Protection Association Code on Flammable and Combustible Liquids (NFPA 30).
2. Responsibilities
· Employer shall:
1. Provide correct storage containers for flammable and combustible liquids used in the workplace.

2. Have procedures in place to respond to the spill of flammable and combustible liquids.

3. Provide a suitable fire control device or portable fire extinguisher at locations where flammable or combustible liquids are stored.

4. Post conspicuous and legible signs that prohibit smoking in any area where refueling or servicing of containers containing flammable or combustible liquids takes place.

5. Institute engineering, administrative or work practice controls to eliminate ignition hazards in areas where flammable or combustible liquids are handled, stored or used.  Sources of ignition include but are not limited to:

a) Open flames;

b) Lightning;

c) Smoking;

d) Cutting and welding;

e) Hot surfaces;

f) Frictional heat;

g) Static;

h) Heat-producing chemical reactions; and 

i) Radiant heat.

6. Provide a portable fire extinguisher designated at least 6# BC within 75 feet of any refueling area.
· Employee shall:
1. Handle, store and use flammable and combustible liquids according to manufacturer’s guidelines and employer’s policy.

2. Only store flammable and combustible liquids in containers designed for that purpose.

3. Procedural Overview
· Container requirements:
1. Portable containers in excess of one-gallon capacity shall have a self-closing lid and a pressure relief device.

2. Flammable and combustible liquids shall be drawn from or transferred into containers only through a closed piping system, by means of a device drawing through the top, or by gravity through a self-closing valve.  Transferring by means of air pressure is prohibited.

3. Class I liquids shall not be dispensed into containers unless the nozzle and container are electrically interconnected or bonded.

· Outside storage:
1.
Outside storage areas shall be graded in such a manner to divert spills away from buildings or other exposures or be surrounded with curbs or dikes at least 6 inches high with appropriate drainage to a safe location for accumulated liquids.
· Inside storage room requirements:
1. Be of fire resistive construction;

2. Be liquid tight where walls join the floor;

3. Have approved self-closing fire doors at all openings, at least 4-inch sills;

4. Have ramps or depressed floors or open integrated trench which drains to a safe location;

5. Have a ventilation system that provides at least six air changes within the room per hour; and 

6. In areas used for storage of Class I liquids, electrical wiring approved for use in hazardous locations.

· Other

1. Specific guidance and information can be obtained by contacting the authority having jurisdiction which is typically the local fire department.

[image: image1.wmf]
Page 1 of 2
January 2016

[image: image1.wmf]