Town of Franconia
Woodworking Machinery Policy

1. Purpose
· To protect employees from the hazards associated with the use of woodworking equipment.

· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1403.70, Woodworking Equipment.

2. Responsibilities
· Employer shall:
1. Perform hazard assessment on all woodworking machinery to determine the necessity and application of machine guards.

2. Provide woodworking equipment with guards that meet the requirements of <Employer> Machine Guarding Policy.

· Employee shall:
1. Ensure that all guards are in place prior to operation of any woodworking equipment.

2. Shall not operate any woodworking machinery with missing or damaged guards.

3. Procedural Overview
· Woodworking machinery that requires guards-
a) Table saws;

b) Swing saws;

c) Radial saws;

d) Band saws;

e) Jointers;

f) Tenoning machines;

g) Boring and mortising machines;

h) Shapers;

i) Planers;

j) Lathes;

k) Sanders;

l) Veneer cutters; and

m) Any other woodworking machinery that shows a need for guarding according to hazard assessment.

· Power control devices:
1. Shall be provided on each machine to make it possible for the operator to cut off the power to the machine without leaving his or her position at the point of operation.

2. Shall be located within easy reach of the operator while he or she is at his or her regular work location, making it unnecessary to reach over the cutter to adjust.  (This shall not apply to constant pressure controls used only for setup purposes.)
3. Operating treadles shall be protected against unexpected or accidental tripping.

· Lockout/Tagout:
1. Disconnect switches shall be capable of being locked out or tagged in the off position.

2. On applications where injury to the operator might result if motors were to restart after a power failure, provision shall be made to prevent machines from automatically restarting upon restoration of power

4.  Personal Protective Equipment
· Personal protective equipment typically required when using woodworking machinery includes but not limited to:

· Safety glasses/goggles

· Face shield

· Hearing protection (muffs or plugs)
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