Town of Franconia
Spray Finishing Operations Policy

1. Purpose
· To protect employees from hazards associated with spray finishing operations.

· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1403.56, Spray Finishing Operations.

2. Responsibilities
· Employer shall:
1. Ensure that all spray finishing booths are installed according to requirements in section 3 of this policy.

2. Determine the application of personal protective equipment such as respirators in spray finishing operations.

· Employee shall:
1. Adhere to all safe operating procedures for spray finishing operations identified in section 3 of this policy.

2. Use personal protective equipment deemed necessary by employer for spray finishing operations.

3. Procedural Overview
· Spray booth set-up and installation:
1. Spray booths shall be so installed that all portions are readily accessible for cleaning.

2. The interior surface of spray booths shall be smooth and continuous without edges and otherwise designed to prevent pocketing of residues and facilitate cleaning and washing without injury.

3. There shall be no open flame or spark producing equipment in any spraying area nor within 20 feet thereof, unless separated by a partition capable of stopping vapor travel.

4. Electrical wiring and equipment not subject to deposits of combustible residues but located in a spraying area shall be of explosion proof type.

5. “No Smoking” signs in large letters on contrasting color background shall be conspicuously posted at all spraying areas and paint storage rooms.

· Ventilation:
1. In conventional dry type spray booths, overspray dry filters or filter rolls shall ensure an average air velocity over the face of the booth of not less than 100 linear feet per minute.

2. Electrostatic spraying operations may be conducted with an air velocity of not less than 60 linear feet per minute, or more, depending on the volume of the finishing material being applied and its flammability and explosion characteristics.

3. Visible gauges or an audible alarm or pressure activated devices shall be installed to indicate or ensure that the required air velocity is maintained.

· Booth Cleaning:
1. Filter pads shall be inspected, and clogged filter pads discarded and replaced.  Filter rolls shall be inspected to ensure that the required air velocity is maintained. 

2. All spraying areas shall be kept as free from the accumulation of deposits of combustible residues as practical, with cleaning conducted daily if necessary.  Scrapers, spuds, or other such tools used for cleaning purposes shall be of nonspark material.

3. Residue scrapings and debris contaminated with residue shall be immediately removed from the premises.

· Spray Chemical Storage:
1. The quantity of flammable or combustible liquids kept in the vicinity of spraying operations shall be the minimum required for operations and shall not exceed a supply for one day or one shift.

2. Bulk storage of portable containers of flammable or combustible liquids shall be in accordance with Lab 1403.34.

3. Whenever flammable or combustible liquids are transferred from one container another, both containers shall be bonded and grounded to prevent discharge sparks or static electricity.

4.  Personal Protective Equipment
· Personal Protective Equipment typically required for spray finishing operations includes:

1. Appropriate fit tested respirator (cartridge type or in-line)

2. Tyvec coveralls

3. Eye protection

4. Other as deemed appropriate
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