Town of Franconia
Overhead Gantry Hoists and Cranes Policy

1. Purpose
· To protect employees from hazards associated with the operation of overhead gantry hoists and cranes.
· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1403.42, Overhead Gantry Hoists and Cranes.
2. Responsibilities
· Employer shall:
1. Ensure that inspection of all crane/hoist parts occurs every 12
   months.

2. Ensure that the rated load of the crane/hoist is plainly marked on
   each side of the crane. 
3. In the case that a crane has more than one hoisting unit, each 
   must be marked with the rated load capacity on it or its load 
   block.  All load capacity postings must be visible from the ground 
   or floor.

4. Ensure that all cranes/hoists are equipped with stops at the limit
   of travel of the wheels.

· Employee shall:
1. Perform inspection of crane/hoists operating mechanisms prior to use according to section 3 of this policy.

2. Load cranes according to load capacities posted on crane/hoists.

3. Neutralize all crane energy sources and lockout equipment prior to 
   performing maintenance.

3. Procedural Overview
· Pre-use Inspection Guidelines:
1. The following crane/hoist parts must be inspected before use to ensure proper working order and integrity.  They must be repaired or replaced prior to further use of the crane/hoist: 

a) Operating mechanisms;

b) Air and hydraulic systems (including hoses and supply 
   lines);

c) Chains;

d) Rope slings;

e) Hooks; and

f) Other lifting equipment which may pose a hazard to the 
   operator if not working correctly.

· 12 Month Inspection Guidelines:
1. The following crane/hoists parts must be inspected every 12 months to ensure proper working order and integrity.  They must be repaired or replaced prior to further use of the crane/hoist:

a) Deformed, cracked, corroded, worn or loose members or parts;

b) The brake system, limit indicators, power plant; and 

c) Electrical apparatus.
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