Town of Franconia
Crane and Derrick Policy

1. Purpose
· To protect employees from hazards associated with crane and derrick operation

· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1403.15, Cranes and Derricks.
2. Scope
· The requirements specified in this standard for crane operation near power lines shall not apply where electrical distribution and transmission lines have been de-energized and visibly grounded at point of work, or where insulating barriers have been erected to prevent physical contact with the lines.

3. Responsibilities 
· Employer shall:
1. Comply with all manufacturer’s specifications and limitations for 
   Equipment uses.

2. Ensure that employees receive proper training prior to operating 
   cranes.

3. Ensure that rated load capacities, recommended operating speeds and 
   special hazard warnings or instructions are conspicuously posted on
   all equipment.  These postings must be visible from the operator’s 
   station.

· Employee/Competent Person shall:
1. Visually inspect all equipment prior to its use, correcting any 
   deficiencies.

2. Not use any crane or derrick if a discovered problem cannot be fixed.

3. Barricade all accessible areas within the swing radius of the rear of 
   the rotating superstructure to prevent other workers from being 
   struck or crushed by the crane.

4. Procedural Overview
· Before Crane Operation:
1. Perform visual inspection of crane.

2. Correct deficiencies if necessary.

3. Identify all power lines and other electrical sources within the 
   operating zone of the crane.

· During Crane Operation:
1. Operate the crane according to rated load capacities, recommended operating speeds, and special hazard warnings or instructions identified by the manufacturer and posted in a location visible from the operator’s station.

2. Cranes shall be operated so that no part or load is:

a) Within 10 feet of a line rated 50 kV or below;

b) Within 10 feet + 0.4 inches for each 1 kV over 50 kV for lines 
   rated over 50 kV, or;

c) Within twice the length of the line insulator, but never less than 
   10 feet.
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