Town of Franconia
Saws Policy

1. Purpose
· To protect employees from hazards associated with band saws, portable circular saws, radial saws, swing or sliding cut-off saws and table saws.

· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standards 1403.54, Saws. 
2. Scope
· This policy applies to Band Saws, Portable Circular Saws, Radial Saws, Swing or Sliding Cut-off Saws, and Table Saws

3. Responsibilities
· Employer shall:
1. Ensure proper guarding of all saws.

2. Provide proper guards for all saws.

3. Provide training on safe use of all saws.

· Employee:
1. Ensure that proper guards on saws are in place before use.

2. Perform pre-use inspection of all saws.

3. Not use any saw that cannot pass all parameters of pre-use 
 checklist.

4. Wear eye protection (personal protective equipment).

4. Procedural Overview
· All parameters of a saw checklist must be met before the saw may be used.  If accommodations cannot be made to meet those requirements it should be removed from service until fit for use.
· Band Saw Pre-use Checklist:
1. All portions of the band saw are enclosed and guarded except the working portion.
2. Band saw wheels are fully enclosed.
3. The outside periphery of the enclosure is solid.
4. The front and back are solid, wire mesh or perforated metal.

· Portable Circular Saw Pre-Use Checklist:
1. If the saw blade diameter is greater than 2 inches:

2. It is equipped with guards above and below the base plate or shoe.

3. Lower guard covers the saw to the depth of the blade.

4. When pulled back and released, the lower guard springs back into its original position.

· Radial Saw Pre-use Checklist:
1. The saw has an upper guard that fully encloses the upper half of the saw blade.

2. The sides of the blade are equipped with a guard that automatically adjusts to the thickness of the material.

3. A device that prevents material kick back is in place.

4. The saw has an adjustable stop that prevents forward travel of the saw beyond a desired point.

5. When pulled forward and released, the saw returns from its starting position on its own.

· Swing or Sliding Cut-off Saw Pre-Use Checklist:
1. A hood that completely encloses the upper half of the saw is in place.

2. When the saw is pulled forward and released at any point in its travel distance, the saw returns to its starting point automatically.

3. If the saw is inverted, it has a hood that covers the portion of the blade that protrudes above the top of the table or material being cut.  *This parameter must only be met if the saw has an inverted set-up. 

4. The limit stop, which prevents the saw from extending beyond front and back edges of the table, is in place and working properly.

· Table Saw Pre-use Checklist:
1. The hood covering the portion of the blade protruding from the table is in place and automatically adjusts itself to the thickness of the material being cut.

2. When a table saw is used for ripping, a device is in place to prevent material from kicking back at the operator.  

3. The saws with feed rolls are protected with hoods or guards to prevent the hand of the operator from coming in contact with in-running rolls at any point.

5.  Personal Protective Equipment
· Personal Protective Equipment typically required when using saws includes but may not be limited to:
· Safety Glasses/Goggles

· Dust Mask
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