Town of Franconia
Excavating and Trenching Policy

1. Purpose
· To protect employees from hazards associated with excavating and trenching.

· To ensure compliance with New Hampshire Department of Labor Standard 1403.19, Excavating and Trenching.
2. Responsibilities
· Employer shall:
1. Before excavation begins, contact utility companies to determine if there are underground utility installations in that area.

2. Ensure that underground utilities are identified and marked prior
   to excavation.

3. Supply employees with trench protective systems when necessary.

· Competent Person (Supervisor) shall:
1. Inspect and evaluate the condition of all trenches and excavations prior to permitting employees to enter.

2. Perform inspection at the beginning or each day and at least 3 to 4 times during the operation thereafter. 

3. Cease operation when weather or other conditions may affect the integrity of trench or excavation.

4. Continue trenching or excavation operations once the conditions have been made safe according to the guidelines identified in section 3 of this policy.

5. Evaluate proximity of trenching operations to retaining walls, utility poles, and other objects that may need support to prevent collapse or undermining. 

· Employee shall:
1. Follow the applicable procedures identified in section 3 of this
   policy.

3. Procedural Overview
· Before Excavation or Trenching Operation-
1. Contact utility companies to determine if there are any underground utility installations in that area.

2. Identify and mark underground utility installations prior to operations.

3. Competent person must inspect and evaluate the condition of trench or excavation prior to permitting employees to enter.

· During Excavation or Trenching Operation-
1. Competent person must inspect and evaluate the trench or excavation 3 to 4 times during the workday.

2. Use a trench protective system (e.g. trench box) or sloping of the ground to the appropriate angle of repose when walls and faces of trenches and excavations are 5 feet or more deep, or when, regardless of depth, there is a danger of cave in or moving ground.

3. Trenches 4 feet deep or more must have adequate means of exit such as ladders or steps, located to require no more than 25 feet of lateral travel.

4. When employees are required to enter a trench or excavation, excavated or other material shall be stored and retained at least 2 feet or more from the edge of the excavation.

5. Support retaining walls, utility poles, or other objects which could collapse or undermine if not properly supported. 

6. Wear/use appropriate personnel protective equipment.

4.  Personal Protective Equipment
· Personal Protective Equipment typically required for this operation includes but may not be limited to:

· Hardhat

· Safety Footwear

· Gloves
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